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Thank you for your letter dated 19 June and for approaching Universities Scotland for 
comment on petition PE1650 in relation to the Student Awards Agency Scotland eligibility 
criteria. 
 
In responding to your request we address the nature of the petition, as worded, and the 
specifics of the case of the Main Petitioner and the Diploma in Professional Legal 
Practice. 
 
It is our understanding that students domiciled in England and the rest of the UK (rUK) are 
eligible for loan support from Student Finance England to undertake any masters-level 
postgraduate degree in Scottish higher education institutions (postgraduate taught and 
postgraduate research degrees). This situation allows students of UK nationality to move 
freely within the UK for the purposes of study. 
 
However, Student Finance England does not provide postgraduate loan support for 
diplomas, which is the nature of the course that the Main Petitioner, Rebecca Jaynes, 
intended to study. If she had chosen to pursue the equivalent course in England, the 
Legal Practice Course, which is also at diploma level, she would not be eligible for 
postgraduate loan support in England. It is the level of course she wants to study that is 
the determining factor in this case. Student Finance England only makes an exception for 
diploma-level courses for English-domiciled students progressing into diploma-level study 
in the teaching profession in Scottish higher education institutions.  
 
Students ordinarily domiciled in rUK, who look to progress to postgraduate level 
education, at masters-level, in Scotland with no gap following completion of an 
undergraduate degree also in Scotland, would be eligible for loan support from the loan 
company in the jurisdiction of their home domicile. We think this should continue to be the 
case. We do not see a case to support the change, as proposed in the petition. 
Furthermore, the wording of the petition is very broad and looks to extend the role of 
SAAS to cover all rUK students undertaking postgraduate degrees in Scotland. This would 
have very significant cost implications for the Scottish Government. 
 
Universities Scotland greatly values the cross-border flow of students within the UK. We 
want to see this continue and welcome policy and funding arrangements that support this. 
The current loans system is portable across the UK. A Scottish-domiciled student can 
study in institutions across the UK, if that is the best option for them, with the support of a 
SAAS loan. Similarly, UK-domiciled students can go to the loan company in their 
jurisdiction to get loan support (in almost all cases) to study in Scotland at undergraduate 
and postgraduate level. We consider that the current arrangements for loan support at 
undergraduate and postgraduate level do support the cross-border flows of students in the 
vast majority of cases. 
 
We note that the Committee has also approached SAAS with specific questions relating to 
post-graduate funding support and domicile-status. We defer to its authority on this matter. 
 
We appreciate the petitioner’s concerns and frustrations and we hope that the funding 
agencies are able to find a way of supporting her further studies. However, we do not 



 
 

support the petition’s proposals for a general change to make Scottish funding agencies 
responsible for the funding of postgraduate studies for graduates of Scottish universities, 
regardless of their normal country of domicile within the UK.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 


